ACTIVIST CONSUMERISM

As cultural values shift, more people are examining who
benefits from the funds generated as they purchase goods
and services. People are emphasizing the benefits to
minority groups in their purchasing decisions.

People are combining the art, music, or cuisine of various
regions or cultures to create new forms of expression.




WISH

The Manufacturing and purchasing of goods
and services can become a method of
advocating for changes in economic policies,
benefitting traditionally disadvantaged groups,
and developing a sense of community.

WORRY

Governing entities could lay the responsibility
for change at the feet of consumers instead of
working to address the systemic or policy
changes that would better promote economic
equality.

WISH

Innovations in artistic expression
unify different groups of people and
bring people together.

Experimenting with different cultural
expressions will create a hierarchy where
certain forms of expression are considered
superior rather than simply different.




DIGITAL ANTHROPOMORPHISM
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WISH

Exploring human characteristics in non-
human will lead to better character
development practices and greater

understanding between different cultures.

WORRY

The development of popularity among non-
human characters will lead societies placing at
higher value on human-like personas and
treating actual people as sub-human.

WISH

Geography is no longer a barrier for access
as people can use VR and other tech to
Immerse themselves in cultural experiences
from around the world.

Unequal distribution of hardware and internet
access leads to a wider gap between the
haves and the have-nots.




EMPATHY AS EMPLOYMENT SRILL
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In an increasingly global society, empathy and compassion
are viewed less as a weakness and more as skills vital to
high performance in education and the workplace.

As the ability to capture information about consumer
behavior increases, companies and consumers alike are
relying on recommendation algorithms to influence

purchasing decisions for goods and services.




WISH

As the ability to create genuine connections
increases in value and is integrated into
operations, communities will grow closer

and more stakeholders will come together
to address complex issues.

WORRY

The education system, with its current focus on
hard skills, will be unable to adapt its curriculum to
effectively teach soft skills such as empathy, and a

disconnect will widen between the needs of
employers and the skill sets of workers.

WISH

As algorithms get better, consumers of goods and
services will be able to make purchasing decisions
faster and with better results. Companies will know
how to improve the goods and services that they
offer based on better data about reviews and
recommendations from customers.

Those who write the recommendation algorithms may
wield too much power. Recommendations can be
make based on advertising spending rather than the
quality of goods and services. Organizations could be
eliminated from recommendation lists based on unfair
reviews, or lack of advertising funds.




REDEFINING POVERTY

Experts are beginning to look beyond salary numbers to better
understand the wealth or poverty of individuals, families or groups of
people. Generational wealth, net worth poverty, and income equality
are all factors that we are increasingly reliant on to determine not only
who is poor and who is rich, but how best to end poverty.

People have increased access to information about the
manufacturing process of the goods they purchase. Consumers
make purchasing decisions based not only on the quality of the

goods, but also on how sustainable and eco-friendly the process is.




WISH

Tweaking the way we view poverty will
allow us to adjust systems and policies in
ways that will lift more people out of poverty
and increase wealth and quality of life for

everyone.

WORRY

Accurately defining the problem is not the same thing
as creating solutions. The same techniques could be
used to further police and punish the poor, rather than
creating a path out of poverty, and all but a few
already rich groups would experience the negative
economic effects.

WISH

The manufacturing and purchasing of goods
can become a method of caring for
resources in the environment and can affect

policies regarding the creation of goods.

WORRY

Economies based on rampant
consumption may struggle to transition
as cultural values shift.




