 Have you heard about digital badges?
* Alittle or alot?
 Have you had any personal experience

with digital badges?



Dissertation discussion

Public
libraries are But how do you know that what
doing all the public libraries do is effective?
things that

research says
is effective in
creating
lifelong
readers.

How can an individual point
to what they have learned
through public libraries?

The future of
education is in
the type of
individualized
learning that
public libraries

are good at
offering!

How can employers know
these library-educated
individuals are qualified?



...public libraries
are great at offering
informal learning
opportunities!

...how DO you measure
the effectiveness of
informal learning
opportunities?

..hmmm... What
gre these “digital
badges” about?

| know about badges!
| was a GIRL SCOUT!!!







Where and when did the

DIGITAL badge idea surface?



* 1990s - Learning through gaming recognized

* “Knowledge economy” changed emphasis on learning

e 2011 - Secretary of Education Arne Duncan called for a
way to recognize online informal learning experiences.

* Crowd-sourcing attempt at a solution

* Currently appears to be growing in popularity



Digital badges—

* are small digital representations of learning outcomes

* are images embedded with rich metadata that increase
transparency into what is actually learned

e provide the learner with rewards, feedback, and a
narrative of the knowledge or skill learned

» offer credentials, validity and rigor needed to signal
mastery of a skill or competency when paired with

authoritative sources



Digital badges—

e can be kept in online “backpacks” offering a
portfolio of assessments for the individual to
share with colleges or employers.

e are not designed for the learner to focus on

them, but on the learning and experiences

behind them.



How are badges being used currently?
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Share ¢

Communication &
Collaboration i

Roberta (Robin)
received Creditl

 f1vlin

Report abuse

Here's what SUNY Professional & Leadership

Development said:

This badge certifies that all the required activities in
#EmTechMOOC Module 2 have been completed.

Badge Details

Title
Communication and Collaboration

Description
Communicating and collaborating
with others is an important 21st
century skill.

Criteria

This badge is awarded as a result
of completing the Communication
& Collaboration Module within
#EmTechMOOC.

http://suny.edu/emtech

Izsue Date

08/02/18

Evidence

Issuer Details

Issuer
SUNY Professional &
Leadership DE'U'EIDFIIFI‘IEM




My Courses (0) My Account

,' (J
Degrees Certificates Courses Badges Featured Toplcs s I t ® * Students Contact Us

Digital Badges

As you pursue new interests and grow in your career, there is always a need to build skills and knowledge. Earning a degres or REC'UEST. Infurmatiun
certificate is one way to develop your proficiencies — but a formal program isn't always right for every person or situation.
First name E
That's why CSU offers online digital badges — to provide more flexible ways to learn and earn credentials.
Last name
Earn badges online from CSU
Emall address
Certified Gardener Program Shone number
Based on the Colorado Master Gardener™ curriculum, the CSU Extension Certified Gardener Program is
-- Choose program - v

Your oppertunity to learn essential gardening technigues, and become an authority for sharing your

gardening know-how. Designed to be flexible and structured arcund your needs, this training allows you to
=arn digital badges by taking individual courses, groups of courses, or completing the full program.

By providing your information, you
consent to be contacted by phone,

_ e Communication for Science and Engineering Professionals text message andjor email from
'& Colorado State University Online.

A |

https://www.online.colostate.edu/badges/

)

1:42 PM
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https://www.online.colostate.edu/badges/

‘a bndgr Success Stories ) Signin (#) Create Account

Teacher Professional Development
Gets Personal With Micro-Credentials

Digital Promise is a U.S.-based nonprofit created by Congress in
2008 as the National Center for Research in Advanced Informatio
and Digital Technologies. An innovative researcher on a missio

improve learning opportunities for all, Digital Promise has

developed the gold standard for teacher professional development

via a micro-credential program accepted for continuing education
credit in states and districts across the country.

@ Start Earning Micro-credentials Today! - © 2
5 k FRIDAY‘I_I’IISU_TUTE RELAY s Watch later S 5
—— — I . . ﬁ
i — = NIEATAR
| D a0 ™ 0 N

H A @ 7 ) 7:04 PM

1/9/2020




How are libraries using digital badges so far?



Digital badges are
often used for
recognizing
information

literacy knowledge
gained.

Kutztown High School, Kutztown, PA




It's the BADGE LIST! | AADL Summer Game

| It's the BADGE LIST! | AADL Su... X “ It's the BADGE LIST! | AADL Su... X +
< A & | a play.aadl.org/badgelist 2§~ Google Q
q AADL @l thatklickitat VIP.Zappos.com 0 PE [ ] Lit Mags ~ m | Duotrope CamwL - ¥ Google Maps 3 Bookmarks -

aadl.org RETURN TO AADL.ORG >> | Search The Site | Log Out

Get Started

It's the BADGE LIST!

Welcome 1o your new and improved BADGES PAGE! This page shows most of the badges in all of the games, all organized and laid out nicely as only a LIBRARY CAN! When you're .__ > your
account, those lighter badges are the ones you haven't earned yet, so you can figure out what to tackle next at a glance! And just point at the badge for a sec to get the clue and when you earnea it!

Summer Game 2012 Badges
Badges
."-.
.‘.’& Screen print a glowster {a poster
Ig using glow-in-the-dark ink) on Sun.,
. Aug. 19 from 1-3 PM at the
' Downtown AADL and explore other

forms of print making! Supplies are
provided. All ages welcome.

Getting Started

Printing Extravaganza

Canton Public Library, Canton, M

4
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CHICAGO ciTy =XPLORI PARENTS BLOG
OF LEARNING

EXPLORE: CHICAGO BADGES
Badges help tell a story of what you know and what you can do. Explor

earn digital badges by completing online challenges or participating in ¢
city.

Not sure where to start? Check out all of the badges you can earn below.

CITY BADGES (0)

EXPLORE BADGES Filter By Category v

AN M M 7810,

CHICAGO city CHICAGO city CHICAGO city CHICAGO city %

1:46 PM =)
1/9/2020 2
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Maobile App

h Creation with
MS Touch

CHICAGO city

OF LEARNING

S

Networker Logo Design Mobile App Design Phonar Nation: Making
: : : _ Level 1 Fan Art
You are a social butterfly that is The Log Design badge is
not afraid to go out and find earned through the creation of You have completed the first This work questions whether: |
new mentors in person, by 4 or more graphically designed level of Mobile App Design can use images to describe
phone or through emailiweb. logos. Eaming this badge using Touch Development. abstract concepts | can collate
Congrats! more than image into a series |

means you possess the ability

to employ design techniques in can put images togetner to

a creative way in order to tell 2 create a narrative

(i

1
Level 1 Badge Intro to Biotechnology Ready? Set. Animate Ten Marks Math
Rockstar
Level 1 badge is eamned by Learn more about To receive this badge, attach a
demonstrating your ability to biotechnology and the way that one minute original animation. This badge is earned after the
use your voice as a it is shaping our 21st century completion of 10 math
performance tooll Once you've world. activities on Ten Marks

learned how to record your
voice for narration, you will
have taken the first step



Advantages to Digital Badges

Students can take ownership of their learning process

Provides options for learning and progressing outside of formal schooling
Reduces need for direct teacher/librarian involvement

Information on what was learned is available digitally

Accommodates individualized learning paces and styles

Accommodates employers’ need for specific skills not provided by schools
Motivates learners through choice and addressing specific interests

Allows for continuous improvement of the learning process



Disadvantages to Digital Badges

The validity of the badge as representing actual learning may be questioned
Questions remain concerning the privacy of badges

Meaningfulness of the badge can vary greatly

Badges could be considered extrinsic motivation and thus could diminish an
individual's intrinsic motivation for learning

The learner's performance is not directly observed so there is no guarantee in

determining the person who met the criteria



What is predicted
about the future of

digital badge use?




What are your thoughts about

using digital badges in libraries?
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